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ArtieU by Svtii StrlMbtrs: 

KiMittgtt stopptd 0>S, action for lUewl WallcnbtrK 

An official Aaorican action in Moaeev to chroo oona light upon tho 
Uolloabora affair was otoppod aa lata aa aix yaara ago. Tho then Sacrotary 
of Stato Hanry Kiaaiagtr auddonly in Hovaabtr 1973 aaid **no” to ntv 
actiona and diplonatic praaaoroa on tho Soulac Onion* Tha raaaon vaa that 
ho vaa irriutad about tha Swodiah eritieian aaaioot U*S* inuolvanant in 
fiatnan. Tha action* that had boon vail praparad* could havo tivan tha 
dafinita anauar to tha unanavarad auaationa around tha diaappaarad 
Suadiah diplonat* Thia ia all cloar fron claaaifiad doctmanta in Vaahinpton 
that Svan StrMiarg baa studiad* 

Kaoul Hallanbarg vaa in tho lata 1973 baing diacuaaad a top political laval 
in Vaahittgcon* Datailad inatructiona vara written down on a talas tapa* and 
it only had to ba fad into a tolaprintar* Tho Anarican AiAaaaador to Hoacow 
van to ba givan a direct ardor to intanrano in tha Moul Vallanbarg affair* 

A lattar to tha now dacaaaad Mra* Kaj von Dardal* taoul Vallanbarg'a 
nothar* vaa vrittan at tha aana tlna* It was dat^ July 26, 1973* 

Tha lattar containad far*^ going proniaaa for halp in hor ardant attanpta 
to datandna har oon*a fata* But tha lattar vaa navar aiipiad* and it vaa 
aavar aant to Svadan* It vaa placad aaong othar background natarlal about 
Vallanbarg togathor with tha unaignod order to tha Hoacow Ebbaagr in 
State Dapartnar.t archiwaa. On top of tha docuaant it aaya: **Biaapprova^ 
by Kiaaingar - }.0/15/73. 

So it vaa thug Kiaaiagar hinaalf - onca paraaentad hinaalf as a Jaw by tha 

Basis - who dacidod this nattar and want against hio own axparta on 

tho Soviet Union and Svadan in tha EUR division of tha Dapartnont of Stata. 

Riaaingar*s daclsioa is ona axa!Bpla of tha Irony of thia antlra affair* 
Bacausa it is as a matter of fact Vallanbarg* a work with helping Javlah 
rafugaas is tha main thread in all Anarican coisaunications about the 
•lasing Sweda* And his work for tha Jaws vas tha mala point la the plan 
which Risslngar rajactad* 

Tha Aaaricaa ties to Vallanbarg *a work In Hungary during tha var vata also 
strong and have baan proven many tines - not least through direct paynanta 
of Aaaricaa money to pay for Vallanbarg*a work* 

But 1973* when the plans for American direct efforts vara outlined in tha 
Dapartnrat of Stato in Washington* vsa not t good year for Svadan In tha 
U.S* This vas particularly true whan it cane to Stcratary of Statb Hanry 
Kiaaiagar and Praaidant Richard Nixon* 

Tha extraeely fruatratad relations was a result of Svadan*a increasingly 
critical stand against U.S. Vlatnan policies* It has bacooa known sfter- 
wards thst nost of tha anger cane fron Hanry Rlasingar in parson* who vas 
aspacially insulted because of tha allusions to Nssi-lika crines against 
Vlatnan. 

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASEDBY 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
SOURCESMETHODSEXEMPTION 3B2*D 
. NAZI WAR CRIHESOISCLOSURE ACT 

DATE 2006 




I 



It it rmrkabU that tht lUoul Valltnb«rs affair at all vm glvan aucfi 
a datailad attention in Uathington at thin lata date. Thia indicataa 
a permanent intareat vlthin the Department of State and that a great deal 
raaaina to be aald about thia natter. | 

Againat the background of thia and the amount of material there ia in 
D.8. archivea about Kaoul Valleaberg and hie connectiona with VKB (Uar 
Refugee Board - Frealdent Rooaevelt'a large aid program for Jewish 
refugees ia Europe) makes it even more regrettable that the official Sweden 
did not try harder to get help from the U.S. 

Thorough a todies in various archivea ( National Archives* Vashingten State 
Department Archives* ditto. Roosevelt Library* Hyde Bark* New York* and 
others) show that Wallenberg's work and diaappearance as well as the 
efforts from Swedish authorities to determioe his situation was carefully 
followed up in the O.S. 

In the beginning of Raoul Wallenberg's absence* the O.S. offered to help 
in the search for him by using pressure im Moscow* but Sweden did net 
wish to take the O.S. up on the offer. The interest in Vnllenberg was then 
at its peak and the case was carefully followed up by several secretaries 
in Roosevelt's cabinet. 

It is thus completely conceivable that a Joint '5vedish«Amer icon diplomatic 
project could have been worked out to once and for all determine what 
had happened to Raoul Wallenberg. 

The Department of State certainly had the interest and this interest might 
have been revived after Kissinger's resignation and the restored Swedish 
American relations. 

Now it seens as if the case - in spite of a reawakanad interest because of 
witnesses testifying that Wallenberg still was alive in 1975 - will be 
placed in the historic files through the Oovemnent's decision to release 
the Swedish Wallenberg archives. 

The MFA that tha efforts to create full knowledge about WalleT^erg's 
fate are^to be continued* but every new request to the Soviet authorities 
get the same answer and follow the same vain pattern. 

It should not be this way. With more of an effort the collective American 
Wallenberg picture should have been used to initiate a cooperation with the 
Americans. 

Tha rreedom of Inforaation Act is an excellent instrument for research in 
the D.S* By requesting in writing to study classified documents* otherwise 
highly confidential naterial can become available. It is up to each and 
everyone to make such research in American archives* and it is also this 
method that was applied to obtain the information in this article. 

In the sane way it can now also be shown how Mrs. Ms1 von Dardel carried on 
her fight all alone In the U.S. with letters and calls. She was the person 
behind the final persuation of the U.S. to intervene - which they would have 
done had it not been for Mr* Kissinger. 



In • latter, where she eiee criticised the Swedish Reverment for its 
paeeiwity, ehe tomed in May 1973 to the Deperteent of State and requested 
hel 9 * They were oeved there by her lonit uncertainty end enphaaited in 
particular the picture of the anint nether, note than 80 years e^d, 
who could not find peace until she hneir what had happened to her son* 

In the letter, which was sent directly to Kissinner, but out of routine was 
handled by CUR, May won Derdel wrote the following anong other things: 

** DJursheln, May 4,^ 1973 

Mr* Henry Kissinger: 

1 have with the greatest adniratlon followed your unflagging end successful 
fight for peace in the Far Cast* I now turn to you about ny son 
Raottl Uallenberg, bom in 1912* Rle father was a cousin of Jacob and 
Marcus Uallenberg, idion 1 suppose you bnow well* 

In 1944, at the request of the then U*g. An b asseior to Sweden, Hershel 
Johnson, ny son accepted Cl as a Secretary at the Swedish Legation in 
Budapoot to lead a rescue operation for Hungarian Jews, persecuted by the 
Heals* Thanks to his successful efforts several thousand Jews were saved* 

Vben the Soviet troupe arrived in Budapest in January 1945, ny son was 
taken prisoner by then, since they paradoxally enough believed he was a 
Spy* Be was brou^t to Moscow and i^risoned* * 

Repeated requests fron S«iedish authorities regarding sqr son*s fate renained 
unaaowered tatil August IS, 1947, when the Soviet Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, FysJittskiJ, in a nenorandua explained that Raoul Wallenberg was 
not in the Soviet Union and nust be considered killed during the 
fighting in Budapest or inprisooed by the Haris* 

Later on a number of repatriated prisoners assured us that they had been 
in contact with ny son in various prisons in Moscow during the years 1943*- 
1947* Their testinonies were transnit ted to the Soviet Foreign Minister* 

In a nenorandua dated February 6, 1957 Foreign Minister Crony ko infomed the 
Swedish authorities that they had found no trace of Raoul Wallenberg, but on 
the other hand they had found a docunent anong the U^Janka Prison files 
%fhlch referred to him* 

The docunent, a hand-written report fron July 17, 1947 and signed by the 
head of the prison hospital. Colonel Saoltsov, a^ transnit ted to the 
then Minister for Donestic Soviet Security, Abakuaov, declared that the 
prisoner Wallenberg had died during the night, probably fron a heart attack* 
According to Gronyko's nsnorandum it nust therefore be assumed that Uallcnbe: 
died in July 1947* With reference to this document both Chrustjev and 
Kosygin later on answered Swedish requests regarding ny son that he was 
dead* 

Several returning prisoners, however, assured that Raoul Wallenberg still 
was alive in Soviet prisons after 1947* A Soviet scientist said in 1961 
that Raoul Wallenberg was at a Soviet mental hospital at the tine* In spite 
of this the Swedish Government is presently unwilling to nake additional 
requests at the Soviet authorities regarding toy son. 



t fiotf ask you, who throwf^h your outotandinK afforto hawo freed thouaanda 
of prisoner a • to aRainst the background of «y traRic uncertainty about what 
really happened to «y sen after he was taprisoned» to inform me if you 
hare a possibility to do sceiethinR which could ah^ new light on my son*a 
fate* and if he still is elire to bring him beck to freedom* 

Vitb outmost respect. 

MeJ won Dardel llallenberg*'* 

On August 21. 1973 - nearly four months later - the letter reached 
Henry Kissinger* Attached was e classified memorandum idiere Mrs* won 
Oardel*s riewpoints were coswmnt A and also including e deteilod description 
of the entire Usllehberg case. 

Im this file there is also an unsigned letter to NaJ run Dardel and a 
cable all ready to be telexed to the U.S* fidbassy in Moscow ordering 
them to begin now inrestigations* 

The classified documents also include a reeommsndation to Kissinger to 
approre the project and it was signed by fire different political and 
diplomatic experts at various levels within the Department of State* 

It rMdst 

Confidential Memorandun to Henry A. Kissinger. The White House* 

Subject: Letaer to Mr. Kissinger re Raoul Wallenberg* 

The attached letter and nanstandum from Mrs* Fredrik von Dardel regarding 
her son. Kaoul Wallenberg was sent to our l^bassy in Stockholm with a 
regoest that it transnitted to letter to you. In her letter. Mrs* von 
Dardel asks you to make requests (presumsbly among the Soviet leaders) re 
her sen. 



Be was a Swedish diplomat in Hungary and was captured in 1945 by Soviet 
authorities in Budapest. Despite the fact that the Swedish C o vsm n en t 
has nade repeated efforts to determine Wallenberg's fate. Che Soviet 
Government has maintained that Wallenberg died in a prison in Moscow on Julv 
1947* 

The Swedish Govemnent has been unwilling to make additional requests about 
Wallenberg since 1965. in spite of the unsatisfactory answers from Soviet. 

As Mrs. von Dardel points out. her son went to Budapest in 1944 at the 
request of the then U.S. Anbassador to Sweden to lead a rescue operation 
for Hungarian Jews and his efforts saved thousands of Jews from death. 

Since Mrs. von Dardel now is 80 years old and at poor health, she probably 
wishes to make one last attempt to detemine her son's fate before she 
passes away* Considering the conpassion one must feel in this case and the 
fact that the U.S. Government was behind Wallenberg's mission in Hungary, we 
are of the opinion that we ought to uke a positive stand to Mrs* von 
Dardel 's request and offer to make new inquires at the Soviet Foreign 
Office without therefore giving her false hopes that this would lead 
anywhere* 



lUeoMMdAtlon: that you opprovu tht attached draft letter to Nra« eon 
Oardel aad that it ie alga^ by ao offlcier at an approrlate level in 
State SepartaenC* 

Theaaa ft* Mckarlag 
Exaeutive Secretary ” 

Aaoat thoee who vorhad out thle aaterial vaa J« ?• Ihia n a at EOft/IK aad 
Valter Stoeaael at JEUft* { 

I 

The letter to Mrs* voa Dardel uhich vaa eacloaed was thus ready for I 

aisaature aad raada: 

Dear Hra. aoa Dardel 

Dr* Veary Kiaaiasor haa aahad ae to reply to your letter aad aeaoraadua 
of Kay 1973» la uhich you dlacuaa your efforta Co detetaiBe the 
fate of your aoa» Seoul Wallenberg, vho haa beea'aiaa^ag aiace 1945. 

rirat let ae aay that I ayapathiae deeply with your wiah to fiad out 
defiaitely what haa happraed to your aea. It ia iadeed tragic that ao aaay 
yeara after the aad of World War II your aoa*a fate reaaiaa uadeteruiaed. 

la view of the huaaaitariaa aature of the caae aad your aoa'a efforta 
oa btfialf of the Huagariaa Jews duriag World War lit the Ohited Statea 
Goveraaaat ia prepared to make iaquirea regardiag you aoaU fate of the 
Soviet Goveraaeat through the Aaaricaa Eabaaay ia Hoeeov. At auch tiae 
aa aa aaawer ia receivod, we will coiaumicate it to you proatly. However, 
ia view of the aaay yeara that have gone by aiace your aoa diaappeared aad 
earlier failurea to provide further iaforaation about hia fate, I auat aak yo 
aot to be too optlaiatic regardiag our poaaibilitiea of obtainiag m aore 
exact iaforaatioa about hia caae. 

With uy deepeat ayapathy ior your auffereiag duriag all theae yeara* 
teapectfully, 

/uly 26, 1975 

So far the letter idiich aever reached Nra. voa Dardel. j 

i 

The cable froa the Departaeat of Sute ia Vaahingtoa to the Eabaaay ia 
Hoacow coaaiated of three parta, of which the firat two axplaiaed the 
aature of the aatter aad the background to what haa beea deacribed 
ia the Dapartaeat*a aeaoraiidua to Kiaainger. The laat paragraph ordera the 
O.S* Aabaaaador to coatact the Foreign Office (ia Moacow) and requeat 
available Iaforaatioa about Wallenberg. 

The cable had beea prepared aad vaa already typed oa a telex tape to be 
fed to the telex ayatea which coaaecta the headquartera la Waahington with th 
Bubaaay ia Hoacow. 

Everything vaa thua ready to go. All it took vaa a formal OR by Kiaainger 
for the Wallenberg caae to have entered a new aad poaaibly concluding 
phaae. But Kiaainger aaid **ao**. 




iimi tbt ^Mstion rcBilat vitli Jute as May ^stioa wrka as bafora: Vhy is 
tiM taaal uailanbarg aach a difficult ayatary ta aolvattt 
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Ikla Affair ww MatioMf oa tk* IT a«m m taaday m <mU m la 
Aftaah U d a t aad CapratMa. 




